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Srxer till the RESURRECTION ; which fome have. 
„el. * 


a 


* * . 
ABSTRACTED FROM. . 2 


% 


Works of ſeveral learned Divines} who have ably 


; I 


"The 


Pas upon this ſublime Subject from variotis Texts of 
ber, with other uſeful Remarks, Kc. | 


+, To waHſicu 18 45 5, 4 


is otder to confirm the Opinion of the Sour adtive Stats 
| immediately after Diſſolution, ' _. 


A retuarkable Narrative of the APPARITIONof @ 
9 YOUNG LADA Sweetheart. FRO 


a a _—_— 


55 AUrffoR of the RVENING CONFERENCE 
3 dessen CHR 18 T and. NICODEMUS. 


— 


0 - 


© Very . thee, to-day ſhalt thou be with me in 85 * 
3 . Hike xxiii. 43. W 


11 oO N D- 0 N 
| Pata „H. Taarr, No; A”: 33 
dy . 3. King's-Head Court, r 
oÞD, at the Bible, in Weſt- fret, Seven _ ; wo 
-all 3 1783. 5 9 


© (Price 50 UR-PEN GE 


TO THE 


R E A N 


HEN any new publication firſt makes its appear- 
ance in the literary world, readers generally expect 
to hear ſame account of ts origin, and tendency, Sc, 
therefore, in order to gratify my readers, I will gius them a 
ſhort account of the deſign of this little tract. I had juſt 
recovered from a long and dangerous illneſs ; and though my 
foul was quite happy all the time of my heavenly Father's 
dijſitation; and per feftly reſigned to his holy will, either to 
live or die. But at this time my thoughts were much en- 


gaged upon what i called an intermediate fate, or place of 


the fouls reſidence, when it leaves the body; for I was nit 
clear in my judgment concerning that point of dofrine ; and 
though I have heard and read many heavenly dijcourſes, yet I 
do not remember to have heard one ſingle ſermon fully upon 


that ſoul-comforting ſubje&?. But juſt after I had recovered 


from my illneſs, an Odlaus vilume fell into my hands, bearing 
the ſame title I have given to this my little pamphlet—An 
Inquiry into the Nature and Subſtance of the Soul 
after Death, c. This book I read over with great atten- 
tian. I alſo extracted and wrote down the principal hcads of 
it, ſuch as [ then thought mt agreeable to the word of God 
upon that ſubject: the heads of which on the nature of the 
ſoul, is cantained in my two firſt. chapters of this treatiſe * 
But on a mure deliberate peruſal, and examination of wht 


I had written, I did nat find that ſatisſaction to my ſoul J 
A ſhort 


which 1 ſcug ht for, 
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FE TO THE RE A D E R. 


A. ſhort time gſter this, ſome other ol books of divinity 
camie into my way; theſe I alſo peruſed, carefully examining 
the ys of ſcripture with prayer, t9 underſtand them; 
till at length I found that fill ſatisfaftion 1 had teen ja 


earneſily ſeeking. 


The heads of this ſubjcct J wrote down, which are con- 
tained in my third chapter, with all the authors names, whoſe 
works I have quoted, and who have treated upon this ſubjeci 
with great propriety, viz. the ſoul's happineſs immediately after 
diſſolution, which few chriſtians perhaps have ever ſeriouſly 
thought upon ; for, as good Mr. Baxter obſerves, ** They 
_ who live with ſo little concern er care about the end of their 

fouls, ſuch live to a very poor end indeed,” 


Soon after I had arranged thoſe heads into the order in 
which they now ſtand for the peruſal of ſome friends, an 
excellent diſcourſe was delivered on Sunday, September 22, 
1782, at St. Ann's Blackfriars, by the Rev. Mr. F—r, 
from Col, iii. evherein he enlarged very much on the doc- 
trine of an intermediate ſlate, and on that happineſs the 
fouls of the ' righteous will enjoy imm diately after their 
leaving the body, with a ſuitable applica which I muſt 
confeſs gave me great ſatisfattton, and I truſl, to many others 
7 that numerous congregation, He alſo cited, as proofs to 

is argument, many texts 7 ſcripture, which are alſo handled 
in this tract. Encouraged by this, together with the impor- 
tunities of ſeveral ſriends who have read it, I ventured to 
print it, hoping, through God's bleſſing, it will be ſome way 
profitable to thoſe who are ſecking after the Lord Chriſt, and 
the way to thoſe bid manſions above, which is the ſmgers 
prayer of the Editor, 


J. W. 


A 
SERIOUS INQUIRY, @&c. 


e HANK YL 


1. HE ſcripture informs us, that “ the Lord 
God formed man of the duſt of the ground, 
or red earth; and God breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living ſoul, Gen. 
ii. 7. A principle of the effence, or life of God, by 
which he was enabled to think, determine, and will, 
&c. being endued with wiſdom and knowledge, capa- 
ble of Morning rſectly the nature and faculty of 
every beaſt of the field, and every fowl of the air, ; &c. 
Gen, ii. 20. ; 
But before we can form any true idea of the foul, 
what it is, or how it exiſts, we muſt firſt inquire a 
little into what God is—and we have no other ac- 
count in the writings of Moſes or the' prophets, than 
this, that God is the one Almighty Self-exiſtent Jz- 
HOVAH. But when our Lord Jeſs Chriſt came up- 
on earth, he declared, that God is a ſpirit,” eternal 
and inviſible, without body, parts, or paſſions; 
whom no man hath ſeen or can ſee, 1 Tim. vi. 16. of 
a three-fold eſſence, which may be repreſented unto 
us by fire, light, and air, yet all centering in one 
principle, who begetteth himſelf in himfelf, from 
eternity to eternity the ſame, To whom be glory 
for ever, Amen, Rom, xi. 36. 
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2. Thus much of God. We will now, ſecondly, 


proceed to inquire concerning the ſoul. And we may 


obſerve when our bleſſed Lord argued with Nicodemus, 
concerning a ſecond ſpiritual life, he made uſe of this 
metaphor, the wind or air, ſaying, that it bloweth 
where it lifleth; and we hear the ſaund thergof, but canngt 
tell whence it cometh, &c, John iii. 8, © ſo is every one, 
faith Chriſt, that is born of the ſpirit,” God breathes 
into man a ſecond fpiritual life, the firſt being loſt 
through Adam's tranſgreſſion. Thus God being a 
Spirit, all life and power which proceedeth from God 
muſt be of a ſpiritual nature. 

Again we find in Exzekiel's viſion of the dry bones, 


that the ſame metaphor is uſed, of breath or air, to 
cauſe life and motion to come into them, Ezek, 


xxxvii. And the ſame is uſed by our Lord on his 
diſciples, ſee John xx. 22, 23. | Go 
From thoſe ſcriptures, we are ſomewhat informed, 
that the ſoul is the breath or eſſence of God, which, 
when God taketh it away, the body dies, and the 
ſoul or ſpirit returns to God who gave it. Eceleſ. 


X11, 7. 


Secondly, “The ſoul, ſays St, Augu line, is God's 


offspring; not in reſpect of its ſubſtance, but in 


q—_ even ſo far as it was adorned by him, with 
ivine gifts, and therefore called God's image, in re- 


\ ſpect to the whole man; but more eſpecially of the 


ſoul, created of a ſpiritual and immortal eſſence; 
conſiſting of, and endued with three ſupreme facul- 
ties, the memory, the imagination, and the will : and 


yet but one ſoul; a ſymbol of the Trinity in unity; 


and when the body falls by death, the ſou], or ſpirit 
(eſpecially of the righteous) returns again into the 
eflence of God who gave it, where it reſts from al] 
pain until the morn of the reſurrection.“ 

3 | | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Of the ſoul's exiſtence, &c. abſtracted 
from another author, who ſays, That the ſoul was at 


firſt breathed out of the mouth of God into man, 


which produced both life and motion in him; and 
when our bodies die, the ſoul goes again into God, 
fot it is the eſſence of the ward, and the deed in 
the will of God; which hath an eternal beginning, 
in God, —And although thouſands of ſouls depart 
from the body without Chriſt, and ſuch are ſuſpended. 
and hang by a thread, the ſmall thread of feeble 
faith z yet thoſe ſouls muſt wait for their bodies in 
the ſtill reſt; till the laſt day, when the ſecrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be revealed; and ſuch as die in Chriſt, (in 
the faith of God's ele) God will firſt raiſe up, 

the voice of the archangel into the firſt image of 
God which Adam had ia his innocency, which hath 
been waſhed in Chriſt's blood, and made meet te 
enter into his glory.“ | | 


— O glorious ſtate ! 
Our God and Ring 

Shall give to thoſe 

Who for him wait, 
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CHA P. II. 


Containing a further inquiry into the ſtate of the 
ſoul or ſpirit of man after death, | 


Mirrinp are much divided in their opinions 
hereupon. Some think that the ſoul will go 


immediately into heaven or hell, and enjoy its full 


meaſure of bliſs or miſery, as ſoon as it departs from 
the body. 2. Some think that the ſouls of the righ- 
teous will enjoy a degree of happineſs, or reſt from all 
worldly care, "toy but will not be completely happy, 
nor the wicked fo unhappy, till the reſurrection and 


te- union of the body and ſoul, 3. Some others think 
that the ſoul reſts together with the body in an unin- 


telligent ſtate, till the reſurrection of the body, 
Theſe heads and opinions we ſhall carefully inquire 
into, and hear what both the Old Teſtament and 
New Teſtament ſaints have ſaid upon this ſubject. 
From the Old Teſtament there is but little to be 
gathered concerning an intermediate ſtate of the foul 
after death; but it feemed to them as a ſtate of ſleep. 
Thus David, after he had ſerved his own generation, 
(it is ſaid) „ he fell aſleep, or flept with his fa- 
thers,” ſee 1 Kings ii. 10. (though this can only 


refer to the body). 


Solomon, ſpeaking of the dying ſtate both of men 
and beaſts, ſays, ** that both die alike, and turn to 
duſt ;- only that the ſpirit of a man goeth upwatd to 
God, and that of a beaſt downward to the earth.“ 
Eccleſ. iii. 19, 20, and ix. 10, affirming, that there 
is no device or knowledge in the grave, whither we go 


at death; and David faith, in death, there is no re- 
membrance 
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membrance of God,” all things are forgotten, Pſal. 
vi. 5. his breath goeth forth, man turns to his earth, and 
all his thoughts periſh, Pſal. cxlvi. 4.—Such texts as 
theſe have undoubtedly led many into that error of 
ſuppoſing, that the ſoul fleeps, or reſts with the body 
at death, not believing or conſidering that the ſoul is 
an immaterial ſubſtance, and can never die or ſleep. 
But ſecondly, eb had it revealed to him, that after 
worms. had deflroyed his body, yet in his fleſb (ſpiritually) - 
he ſhould ſee God for himſelf in the bleſſed reſurrection 
morn, Job xix. 26, 27. And Daniel declareth alf: 
that thoſe who ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake; ſome to the reſurrection of life, and ſome to 
their everlaſting confuſion,” Dan. xii. 2. 

In the New es our bleſſed Lord faid con- 
cerning Lazarus, Our friend Lazarus ſleepeth, and 
I go to awake him,” John ii. 11. Again it is ſaid, 
that many bodies of the ſaints, who flept in the 
duſt, aroſe at Chriſt's reſurrection, and appeared to 
many,” Acts xxvii. 52. and St. Paul alfo ſpeaks of 
the ſleeping ſaints arifing, ſee 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. 1 Cor. 
xv. 6, 10. Again, it is ſaid of St. Stephen, after he 
had ſeen the heavens opened, and Chriſt fitting. at che 
right hand of God, and had prayed, © Lord, receive 
my ſpirit,“ he fell aſleep, Acts vii. 66. a 

Our bleſſed Lord's words confirm the above, for 
ce Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is; when the dead, (dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins) ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear ſhall live (the life of faith. here, and 
of glory hereafter.) For, this is the Father's will 
which hath ſent me (faith Chriſt), that every one 
that believeth on me may have everlaſting life, and I 


will raiſe him up at the laſt day.“ John vi. 39, 40. 
Yea, © All that are in their graves fhalt bear his 


voice, 
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[ 1) 
voice and come forth; they which have done good 
unto the reſurrection of life; and they which have 
done evil, unto the reſurrection of damnation ; for 
the Son of man ſhall come in the glory of his Father, 
with his holy angels, and then he ſhall reward every 
man according to his works,” Matt. xvi. 27. and xix. 
28. Luke xxii. 29. St. Paul alſo ſpeaks the fame, in 
moſt of his epiſtles, of Chriſt's ſecond coming, to re- 
ward his elec, and of the inexpreſſible joy they ſhall 
receive at his appearing ; ſee 1 Cor. i. 9. Phil. iii. 20. 
Tit. ii. 13. Col. iii. Þ 4. Alſo of the reſurrection, 

unjuſt, ** that all muſt appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, and every one of us 
ſhall give an account of himſelf to God, to be 
judged according to his works,” Rom. xiv. 12. Rev. 


xXx. 12, 13. Theſe chiefly refer to the general reſur- 


rection; but St. Paul ſays, ** that the dead in Chriſt 
ſhall riſe firſt, when the great trump of God ſhall 
ſound, and we (all who have lived and died in the 
faith of Chriſt) ſhall be caught up, with the then 
living, to meet the Lord in the air, and fo ſhall be for 


16, 17. 1 Cor. xv. 17. Col. iii. 4. 


The dead in Chriſt ſhall firſt ariſe, 
Then we that yet remain, 

Shall be caught up into the ſkies, 

'To meet the Lord in glad ſurpriſe, 
And ever with him reign, 


ever with the Lord, to behold his glory,” 1 Theſſ. ive 


1 ſhall Juſt take notice, that, in the laſt cited texts 
of ſcripture, there is not one word relating to 4 ſe- 
parate ſtate of the ſoul's happineſs until the reſur- 


- rection morn, Though ſome good men believe that 


the ſoul enjoys a ſtate of reſt and happineſs, while 
| ſeparate 


— 


a \ 

1 | 
ſeparate from the body; while other good men ſuſ- 
pend their thoughts upon this ſubjeR, and patiently 
wait their Lord's coming ; that both body and ſoul 
may together be made completely happy in that day, 
when Chrift ſhall raiſe 'them up. Thus the pious 
Dr. Watts, in his ſermon on the hidden life of a 
Chriſtian, ſays, The reſurrection day is our ſhining 
day; when Chrift, who is our life ſhall appear, then 
ſhall we- alſo appear with him in glory: and the 
hoping Chriſtian is content to ſtay fer his robes of 
light, and his public honours until the dawn of that 
moſt glorious day, &c.“ 


We will wait in patient hope, 
Till Chriſt the Judge ſhall come z 
When we ſhall all be then caught up, 
To meet the gen'ral doom, 
Happy he who Chriſt ſhall find 
Watching ſtill to ſee him come 
Him the Judge of all mankind 
Shall bear in triumph home. 


G H A P. Ill, 


Containing a more ſatis factory account to the minds 
of many hoping Chriſtians, concerning the ſoul's 
happy exiſtence in an intermediate ſtate, or paradiſe, 

after the ſeparation from the body, before the re- 
ſurrection. : 


OST Chriſtians, who die in faith, die in a 
full hope of a bleſſed and happy reſurrection; 
yet very few have eyer rightly conſidered, that the 
ſoul's happineſs will begin immediately on its diſ- 

5 | 9 miſſion 
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miſhon from the body; and many texts encourage us 
to believe ſo. | ; 

I ſhall cite ſeveral texts of ſcripture, which greatly 
favour this doctrine, of an intelligent and happy 
ſtate of the ſoul after death; and then give the judg- 
ment and ſentiments of ſeveral eminent and godly 
miniſters thereon, | 
The firſt ſcripture which favours this doctrine, is 
the ſtory of Dives and Lazarus, related by our Lord 
himſelf, Luke xvi. 19—31. Tho' this ſtory, like many 
other of our bleſſed Lord's inſtructive leſſons to his 
numerous hearers, ſeems to be only a parable (as he 
generally taught them by parables), eſpecially if we 
calmly conſider the vaſt diſtance there muſt be be- 
tween theſe two perſons Dives and Lazarus, and the 
free conyerſation they ſeemed to have at ſuch a 
diſtance: the one lifting up his eyes in torment, the 
other in Abraham's boſom. —One uſeful leſſon however 
we may learn from this parable, as is alſo believed and 
confirmed in the writings of many good men, that as 
the rich man ſaw and knew Abraham and Lazarus, ſo 
ſhall every one of us aſſuredly ſee and know perfectly 
all of our moſt dear and moſt diſtant friends and rela- 
tions in the other world, to our greater comfort and 
ſatisfaction, with all other ſaints and holy men, an 
innumerable company which we had never ſeen 
before. | _ 
Secondly, The thief on the croſs, is another proof 
of ſuch a * our Lord ſaid unto him, “ Verily, to 
day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe,” Luke xxiii. 42. 
doubtleſs, in a happy ſtate releaſed. from all .t 
bitter pain and anguiſh which they both endurò 10 
the croſs, and from all the troubles of a wicked 
world; © There the wicked ceaſe from N. ves. 
and. there the weary be at reſt,“ Job iii. 17. Obſerve, 

Our 
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dur Lord was not then aſcended up into heaven (43 
he ſaid unto Mary) ; therefore this place of paradiſe, 
as ſome. learned men, do affirm, muſt be in out lower: 
or middle region. This I deſire to leave to God, whoſe 
ways are too deep for a poor worm to dive into. | 
The next is St. Paul's account of his wonderful 
revelation, and alſo of his earneſt defire afterwards 
&© to depart this life and to be with Chriſt,” Philip. 
i. 23. St. Paul was a man highly favoured of the 
Lord; and, as he declared, was caught up into the 
third heaven, or paradiſe, 2 Cor, xii, 8 4 where 
he heard inexpreſſible words; though St. Paul does 
not ſpeak of any thing that he ſaw in his ven, as 
St. John doth in his revelhtien, particulatly in chap, 
vi. ver. 9, 10, 11. where he relates, what ſtrongly 
confirmeth the doctrine of an intelligent ſtate of the 
foul; and confutes a very groſs error of ſome: 1 
ſaw, ſays he, under the altar, the ſouls of them that 
were ſlain for the word of God, and fore the teſti- 
mony which they held ; and they cried with a loud 
voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, = 
thou notjudge and avenge our blood on them that dwel 
on the earth ? and white robes wete given unto every 
one of them,“ &c. How exactly does this deſcription 
corrobotate St. Paul's thoughts upon this point of 
doctrine] And I ſhall obſerve, firſt, thoſe fouls under 
the altar were cloathed, or cloathed upon: as St. 
Paul ſpeaks, which ſhews that God, if it ſo pleaſes. 
him, when our earthly tabernacle is diſſolved; can 
give our ſouls another covering, by which we ſhall 
now, each other. Secondly, that theſe ſouls were 
not with their bodies; but abſent from them, being 
preſent with the Lord; as St. Paul ſpeaks; 2 Cor. v. 
1—8. "Thirdly, that theſe were not afleep (as ſome 
errongouſly think) but awake, calling on the Lord, Kc. 
** , B Others 
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Others have both ſeen and heard many glorious things 
in viſions, which they have related; and we have 
little reaſon to doubt but that St. Paul both heard 
and ſaw enough, if not by ſight yet by faith, to be- 


| get in him that deſire ““ to depart this life, and to 


2 with Chriſt ;” which to himſelf he knew was far 
better than ſtaying here. Something further, explain- 
ing St. Paul's words, what he means by being with 
Chriſt, &c. will be confidered in the following pages, 


together with the thoughts and opinions of ſeveral 


eminent ſervants of God on this ſubje& ; the ſtate 
and exiſtence of the ſoul when feparate from the 
body, &c. And many of the dear children of God 
do fully believe that the ſoul after death ſubſiſts in 
fuch a ſtate as to be capable of, and endued with a 
power of ſenſation and reflection on things paſt or 
to come, to their greater felicity, though not ex- 
prefsly mentioned in ſcripture, nor yet all in the 
fame degree of happineſs; thoſe who have done and 
fuffered moſt for Chriſt, will, doubtleſs, be exalted 
neareſt the throne. g : 
Agreeable to theſe thoughts, I have ſelected feveral 

notable paſſages out of the works of the following 
able divines, and true miniſters of the goſpel. Firſt, 
In a ſmall volume, by Mr. Bolton, on the power of 
ſpirits, &c. he ſays, The ſoul of man is an imma- 
terial ſubſtance, or ſpirit, having a power or faculty 
of thinking, reaſoning, and receiving ideas of ex- 
ternal objects, and alſo of communicating the ſame to 
another (the ſoul of man being reckoned of the 
ſecond degree of ſpirits, angelic ſpirits of the firſt 
degree). And this capacity alſo (ſays Mr, Locke, 
in his eſſay) God has given us of diſcerning our ſtate 
and ſtation, until it ſhall pleaſe him to tranſlate us 


0 his celeſtial manſions of glory,” 
Secondly, 


11 
Secondly, The Rev. and learned Dr. Gregory, in 
a diſcourſe on the Reſurrection, has theſe words, 
„When our earthly part falls aſleep, the ſoul is 
then moſt awake: the body's night is the ſoul's day. 
In the ſleep of death, the body indeed is dead, be- 
cauſe of ſin, yet the foul is moſt alive; being then 


delivered from that heavy incumbrance of the body, 


it begins to be a ſoul to itſelf, enjoying its own re- 


flections, and looking upon the inviſible things of 


God with more delight.” by 

. Thirdly, ** And this life. (ſays Dr. Taylor) the 
ſoul begins to enjoy immediately on its departure from. 
tae body.” | 6 

Fourthly, The thoughts and words of one wit- 
neſs more, the learned T homas Wharton, miniſter of 
St. Stephen's, Walbrook, in his Chriſtian Charter, 
ſays, ** The ſouls of the elect ſhall enter upon poſſeſ- 
fon immediately after the death of the body ;” as I, 
gather from St. Paul's words, 2 Cor. v. 6—8, Know- 
ing, (ſays he) ** whilſt we are at home in the body, 
we are abſent from the Lord ; we are willing rather, 
to be abſent from the body, and to be preſent with 
the Lord.“ There are ſome (age be) who ſay that. 
the ſoul ſleeps in or with the body, till the morning 
of the reſurrection. But the apoſtle here plainly 


confutes this opinion ; for if the ſoul be abſent from- 
the body, how can it be ſaid to ſleep with it? there is, 


an immediate tranſition and paſſage from death to 


glory, the ſoul returns to God who gave it,” Keel, 


xii. 7. 8 3 
: Fifthly, I ſhall cloſe this chapter with the thoughts _ 
of one witneſs more, together with ſome uſeful re- 
ſtections on the whole, T 
The pious and learned Mr. Baxter, who, in ſome of 


he writer alluded to is, 


= 


his laſt thoughts on * things, from Phil. i. 23. 
8 ; 2 | 0 


I am 


149 


* J. am in a ſtrait between two, having à defire to 


depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far botter, 
thus expreſſes his ſentiments.” . ; 
«706 — to ſpeak chiefly of my own ſelf. and ex- 
perience, I ſhall paſs over the reſt of the matter of 
this text, and ſpread before my own ſoul the doc. 
trine and uſes of thoſe two propoſitions contained 
„ Firſt, That the ſoul of all true believers, when 
departed from the body, ſhall be with Chriſt, 
„ Secondly, That to be with Chriſt is fat better 
to be here in the body, if God ſees fit. 

« 1. 1 ſhall conſider whether the words ſignify 


that we ſhall be in the ſame place with Chriſt (as 


Grotiys and others groundleſsly deny), or only in his 
hands and care, &c, This I care not to diſpute about 

let every man enjoy his own opinion; but many texts 
concurring, do aſſure us that we ſhall be with Chriſt 
where he is, when we depart hence. See John xii. 26. 
—XVij. 24. Now to be with him, at leaſt can mean 
no leſs than a ſtate of communion, and participation 
of felicity; and to believe ſuch a ſtate of happineſs 


to departed ſouls is of manifold neceſſity or uſe : 


for if ſuch a doctrine be not ſoundly believed, a man 
| muſt live beſide, or below, the end of his life; nay, 
he muſt have a falſe end, i, e. be muſt be uncertain 
what ſhall be his end, x 

« 2, But God (bleſſed be his name) has not left us 
merely to the light of nature, The goſpel revela- 


tion is the cleareſt and ſureſt Foundation of our faith. 


ahd hope of a better end; for Chriſt hath brought 


life an 9 to light by his coming, 2 Tim. 


i. 10. and by his ſuffering and dying for us, and b 
his riſing again, he hath conquered death, and hat 
opened a ſure way to the kingdom of G4 
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dath alſo moſt ex preſsly promiſed 4 eternal life to all 
that believe on his name, and that they ſhall never 
periſh, but have everlaſting life; and that beeauſe L 
live, ye ſhall live- alfo, and I will raiſe you up at the 
laſt day,” * John vi. 40—44. xvii. 2. xii, 26. Rom. 
viii. 35, 36. | | 
66 * As his word is full of ſweet and comfortable 
promiſes of our future glory at the reſurrection, ſe 
we are not left without 'ſome aſſurance, that at 
death our departing fouls ſhall enter upon a ſtato 
of joy and bleſſedneſs, as Chriſt expreſsly ſaid to the 
penitent thief on the croſs, © To day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe ;** a ſtate of joy and reſt, Luke 
xxiii. 42. 1 Peter iv. 6. | 
4. As a further proof of our future happineſs, 
our Lord commended his ſoul into his Father's 
hands, and was in paradiſe before he aſcended up 
into heaven; which manifeſts unto us what ſhall be- 
come of our ſouls when we die, for our bleſſed Lord 
omiſed, ſaying, where I am, there ſhall my ſervants 
= ſee John xii. 26. vi. 54. 1 John iv. 5. Luke xvii« Ef 
2. Rom, xiv. 7. $ ; 
C And ſeeing there is ſuch a bleſſed place prepared 
for our reception after death, well might St. Paul de- 
ſire to depart this life, that he might be with Chriſt; 
which (as he ſaid) is much better * to ſtay here. 
This chiefly refers to the ſtate of the foul immedi- Th 
ately. after the death of the body ; yet that faith and 
hope (ſays Mr, Baxter) havg a certain future hap- 
pineſs to expect, which is certainly very deſirable 
for npt only Paul, but every truly believing child of | 
God, deſires to depart and to be with Chriſt, where | 
he is: and although St. Paul, without doubt, Was. | 
fully perſuaded that. his ſoul, immediately on ite lf 
leaving the body, ſhould be admitted into the — + 
ence 
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fence of Chriſt; yet this was but the ſmalleſt part of 


his hope of happineſs, he had a further view, a hope 
full of immortality; that when Chriſt, who is our 
life ſhall! appear, then, ſays he, ſhall we alſo appear 
with him in glory, Col. iii, 4. For I have fought the 

ood fight of faith; I have finiſhed my courſe ; and 

ere is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me in 
that day (the day of his ſecond appearing) ; and not 
unto me only, but toall them alſo that love and look 
for his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. “for the trumpet 


chall found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 


and we ſhall be changed, 1 Cor. xv. 52,* 


Chang'd from glory unto glory 
By the Spirit of our God : 

We ſhail caſt our crowns before thee, 
Praiſe him in his bleſt abode, 


I fhall now make a few ſerious obſervations and rey 
marks upon what I have advanced. 


And, firſt, What an unſpeakable comfort muſt the 
relation of thoſe great and glorious privileges be ta 
al! God's dear believing people who are waiting and 
Jonging for their [Lord's coming to fulfil his gracious 
— to them? for it is written, “ Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 


| heart of man to conceive, the things which God has 


prepared for them that love him, and wait for him,“ 
fee Iſa, Ixiv. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 9. To bear their fouls 
| . 
„ Prom the many proofs I have produced of the ſoul's operations, 
&c. it ſeems to me, beyond all doubt, that ſouls are ſu"ſtan*es, and not 
annihilated at death, but eſſenti-lly the ſagne, u hen they foi ſake the body, 


as before, So far Mr, Baxter, 
1 5 a - away 
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away into that place * of God for their eternal 


abode : to which place, ſays a dear miniſter of Chriſt, 


in a late diſcourle, © the penitent thief upon the. 


croſs was tranſlated immediately after he expired ;” 


agreeable to our bleſſed Lord's words, as mentioned 


before, ſee Luke xxiii. 42. 
2. © Into this delightful abode the ſpirit of de- 


parted Lazarus was conveyed by miniſtering angels, 
delivered from his ſorrowful ſtate, and ſafely lodged 


in Abraham's boſom, or paradiſe, | 

3: (The ſpirits of juſt men, while upon earth, 
reſide in tabernacles of clay, which they know muſt 
ſhortly be diſſolved 3 but they have a building not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, a place 


prepared for them by their bleſſed maſter and Lord. 


The enlivening proſpect of an entrance into this 


happy place, reconciled St. Paul to the thoughts of 


his approaching diſſolution, and he deſired to be ab- 
fent from the body, that he might be preſent with the 
Lord : for he reſted upon the promiſe of his dear Lord 
and maſter, when he took his leave of his poor diſ- 


conſolate diſciples, ſaying, ** If I goto prepare a place a 


for you, I will come again and receive you to my- 
ſelf; that where I am, ye may be alſo,” John xiv, 
I, 2. ; ; 


I languiſh and figh to be there, 
Where Jeſus has fix'd his abode; 
O when ſhall we meet in the air, 
And fly to the mountain of God ? 


„ With him I oh Zion ſhall ſtand, 
For Jeſus has ſpoken the word ; 

The breadth of Immanuel's land, + 
Survey by the light of my Lord. 


he 


1 
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And the beloved diſciple St. John was favoured 
with a moſt glorious view of thoſe heavenly manſions 
as deſcribed in his Revelation: “ And I ſaw, ſays 
he, a new heaven and a new earth; for the firſt hea- 
ven and earth were paſſed away. And I ſaw the holy 
City, New Jeruſalem, coming down from God, out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her huſband. 
And I heard a great voice, ſaying, Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with man, and he will dwell with 
them, and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God; and he ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be 


no more ſorrow nor death. And he that ſat upon the 


throne ſaid, Behold, I make all things new; and I 
will give unto him that is athirſt of the fountain of 
the water of life freely; and he that overcometh ſhalfk 


inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he fhalt 


be my ſon;“ ſee Rev, xxi. 1, 2, 3, 45 7. 


Away with our forrow and fear, 
We ſoon ſhall recover our home: 
The city of ſaints ſhall appear, 

he day of eternity come: 

From earth we ſhall quickly remove, 
And mount to our native abode ; 
The houſe of our Father above, 

The palace of angels and God, 


Our mourning is all at an end, _ , , 
When, rais'd by the life giving word, 
We ſee the new city deſcend, . 


* 


Adorn'd as a bfide for her Lords - * 
he city ſo holy and clean, Te 
No forrow can breathe in the air, 

No gloom of affliction, nor ſin, 
Nor ſhadow of evil is there, 


* 
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They fieed not the ſun in that day, 
Which nevet is follow'd by nights 
Whete Jesus's beauties diſpla 
A pure and a permanent light: 
Tue faints in his preſence receive 
Their great and eternal reward, 5 
With Jzsus in heaven they live, | 
And reign in the ſmile of their Lord, 


This is a faint deſcription of that glorious place 
which Chriſt has prepared for All his believing people, 
and alſo for all who will come unto Him for life. 


What encouragement ſliould thoſe things be to all 


poor tateleſs ſinners; who have never et ſet their 
earts nor their faces heaven<ward, to ſeek the 
rd while he may be found, and to call upon him 
while he is near? Let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
and to our God, and he will abundantly pardon.” 
Iſa. Iv. 7. For the unrighteous, and all unbelievers; 


ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God; read 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10; there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatſoever worketch abo- 


mination, or maketh a lye; but they, and they only, 
wetioſe names are written in the Lamb's boek of 1; 

Rev: xxi. 8, 29. © Blefſed and holy is he that hath part 
in the firſt reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond death 
hath no power, but they de kings and prieſts of God, 


and Of Chriſt, and hall eigen with him a thouſand 
years,” Rev, xx. 6, | 
— Cc Lord 


1 


Lord grant that I a happy part may have, 
When thou ſhalt raiſe my Gs the grave; 
In heaven my Saviour's glorious face to ſee, 
And praiſe a triune God to all eternity. 


Before I conclude, I would make one very material 
obſervation, viz. That there are, on the whole earth, 
only two ſorts of people in God's account, namely, 
the righteous, and the wicked; the children of God, 
and the children of the devil, ſee 1 John iii.2, 8, 10. 
and that all thoſe gracious promiſes of God, recorded 
Either in the goſpels or i &c. of a future ſtate 
of happineſs and glory, are made to the children of 
God, that is, to all true believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and: 
to none elſe, All the reſt of mankind, of whatſoever 
fect or denomination, Jews or Gentiles, &c. who die 
out of Chriſt in their fins and in unbelief; ſuch go 
to their own place (as did Judas) not to paradiſe, but 
to a place of mifery and woe, where hope never 
eomes; appointed of God for them, there to remain 
till the general reſurrection, when both foul and body 
will be again united, and made capable to- receive 
their full meaſure of endleſs and conſummate miſery, 
6c in that lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone, 
-rrhich is the ſecond death, Rev. xxi. 8; ſee alſo 
Matt. xxv. 41—46. John v. 29. where the ſame is! 
confirmed by Chriſt himſelf. Now let the wicked 
rage as much as they pleaſe, and deny the place of 
torment, yet it will avail them nothing: 


. For they and only they will heaven receive, 2 lb, 4 
Who choſen are, and do on Chriſt believe, * 
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A remarkable NARRATIVE ; which hath given ample 
room to believe an intermediate active ſtate of the 
. "ſoul, after the death of cke body, by the appatitions 
of deceaſed perſons, who had \iſited their friends 
and others, ® We ſhall preſent our readers with a 
* very extraordinary, but well atteſted account of 
this fort; ariſing from the following circum- 
ſtance: . — 


| YOUNG gentlewoman who lived at St. Ive's, 
4 Cornwall, and died of the ſmall-pox in Sep- 
tember, 1764, appeared to her ſweetheart, a young 
man, the fon' of Mr. Hain's, a very reputable 
butcher and graſier, at Scarr, about twenty miles 


An apparition (as one has obſerved) is a reſtleſs diſembodied ſpirits ? 


and although it appears to have its own natural body, cloaths, &c. yet it 
will never ſuffer itſelf to be touched by any it appears to, which plainly 
ſhews, that an apparition is only an airy phantom, or ſpirit, which cag 
vanifffout of ſight, Why God ſometimes permits ſuch things, we cannot 


tell, though generally it appears to be for ſome good purpoſe, either re- 


ſpecting the perſon they appear to, or ſome others, and perhaps to eaſe 


their own diſquieted ſpirit, which cannot reſt, until it hath revealed to 


fume the cauſe of their uneaſineſs. | 
C 2 fr om 
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from Plymouth. The match between them was not 
2pproved of by the young woman's friends; and dur. 
ing her illneſs, they would not ſuffer the young man 
to come to ſee her, though ſhe grently deſired to ſee 
him, About the time of her ilineſs, he alſo was 
taken fick of a fever, and confined to his room : ſo 
that. it was above a month before ſhe made her firſt 
appearance to him, CL. 
The relation is as follows: taken down in writ- 
ing from the young man's own mouth, by the editor 
of this pamphlet, who believes the account to be 
ſtrictly true, from the character and ſober behaviour 
pf the perſon who communicated it, 22 1 


„ AFTER I had recovered from my illneſs, 
fays he, I went out one afternoon on my father's 
horſe for a little airing, and returning home juſt at 
duſk, about a mile from my father's houſe, I ſaw 
fomething, as on horſeback, paſs yery.ſwiftly by me; 


which ſrighted my horſe, and he flew home with me 
as ſwift as poſſible, and I was alſo much frighted. A 
ſhort time after this, ſhe appeared again to me, and 
then L knew her; and what was remarkable, When [ 
was on horſebaek, ſhe appeared on horſebaeh; and 
when I was on foot, ſhe appeared fo tod; and her ap- 
pearances to me were ſo frequent, that ſhe became 
quite. familiar, and I had no fear at all on ſeeing her; 
which the never failed to do if I was abroad; but ſhe. 
never appeared to me in my father's houſe, = - 
It was near two months, before I had any power 
given me to ſpeak to her, although I thought to do it 
time after time, but could not ſpeak 3 though ſhe Fave 
me all the opportunity ſhe could, by walking often by 
my fide, or very near me, This was 2 great trouble 
8 5 | ane.” 29 
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to me, as well as to her, and it began to brings great 
weakneſs upon me, £ | 5 
„KE related the caſe to my father and mother, and 
ſome others ; but they not believing my relation, gave 
little heed to what I ſaid, and — it was on! 
phrenzy, till the following circumſiance happened, 
which was about a week before God gave me power to 
ſpeak to her, V 
My father and mother uſed to go to a place of 
worſhip belonging to Mr. Weſley, about a mile off; 
and one evening, about this time, I went with them, 
to light them home, as | often di', with a large lan- 
tern and candle, and coming home along the high 
road, ſhe appeared to me as uſual, and I ſaid to my 
father, Now, don't you ſee her? there, there ſhe is 
and at the very moment [ ſpake, the lantern was twiſted 


violently out of my hand, and flung ta a conſiderable 


diftance from me, the ring of. it remaining in my 
hand z my father and mother were now both. ſome+ 
what affrighted at this, and began to believe what 1 
had ſo. often related to them of the apparition, that 
there was ſome truth in it. A doctor, who had ate 
tended me in my illneſs, to whom I had alſo related 
the ſtory, urged me by all means to ſpeak to her, tel- 
ling me what words to uſe; and ſaid, it.might be of 
ſome bad conſequence, if I negleRed it longer. 

& A few nights after this, as I was fitting in my fa- 
ther's houſe, it was ſtrongly impreſſed upon my mind 
to go out that night, and with God's Jeave to 

to her. Accordingly, about ten o'clock, I 
went out with all the courage imaginable ; and ſhe 
appeared to me as uſual, and I faid to her, In the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, why do you thus trouble 


me ? and | was going to lay hold on her arm, the 


inrunk back, and ſaid, Do not touch me, I am as 
cold 


cold as clay; then ſhe ſpake freely to me, and re- 
lated what ſhe had to ſay about her family, and how 
ſhe had been ill uſed by them, and alſo gave me plain 
directions what ſhe would have me to do for her; ſhe 
alſo blamed me for not ſpeaking to her ſooner, and 
ſaid, that this night was the very laſt night of her 
liberty to appear to me; and had you not ſpoken to 
me now, ſaid ſhe, I ſhould have had power to do you 
ſome miſchief, or tear you in pieces. We converſed 
together near two hours, till twelve o'clock, and 1 
received all her inſtructions, and promiſed her I would 
fulfil] them to the utmoſt of my power, | 
„ Accordingly the next morning I took my father's 
horſe, ſet out early, and rode to different parts of the 
country, I ſuppoſe not leſs than fifty miles that day, 
fulfilled all her commands, and got ſafe home to my 
father's houſe. But I ſhould have obſerved that ſhe 
appointed me to meet her that night, if I had done 
my buſineſs before twelve o'clock, at the church door, 
where ſhe was buried, which was about two miles 
from my father's houſe ; accordingly I went without 
any fear, and ſhe met me at the church porch. She 
told me I had done every thing agreeable to her mind, 
and ſaid ſhe ſhould now beat reſt, and ſhould trouble 

me no more.. | 3 
„After a ſhort diſcourſe, which ſhe charged me 
never to relate to any oric, ſhe ſaid, Now my time is 
juſt expired; then bid me follow her into the church, 
The door opened, and we went in, the church was 
illuminated with the moſt glorious light I ever ſaw ; 
and there was the moſt ſoft and heavenly. muſic I eyer 
heard in my life. I followed hex to the vault im the 
church, the door of which opened, and I ſaw her go 
in, and the door ſhut down again, and I never, ſaw. her 
more, She bid me take notice when.the muſic began. 
. i to 
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to ceaſe, and then to go out of the church; which 
did, being very glad that my buſineſs with her was 
all done; and although it rained exceeding hard, I 
got ſafe home to my father's houſe, but could not 
cep for thinking of what wonderful things I had. 


ſeen and heard that nighgnt. 
| Witneſs.my name, 
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